The Coming Civilization
of the coming civilization; they are conscious only
of the deterioration of the present order, and their
lack of faith causes a lack of inspiration. The older
generation seem to have a certain amount of justi-
fication when they sit back in their arm-chairs and
assure us that modern ways are leading us fast into
chaos. They may affect to wash their hands of the
whole catastrophe, but they forget that, if chaos
is indeed to be our fate, they arc more to blame for
it than anyone else.
The Mew Dawn
But though the thinking half of mankind may
be affected by the prevailing sense of destructiveness,
they should not be tempted to despair. They ought
to know that these signs arc the inevitable and,
indeed, the natural portents of the twilight of one
stage of civilization. Because the culture of an age
is dying with the age, that docs not mean we are
on the threshold of a reversion to barbarism. The
world does not tend to revert; it moves on to some-
thing else.
To believe that a new order will emerge out of th.e
chaos does not, necessarily, involve belief in the
gospel of human progress, for the gospel of progress
is merely a valuation of the new order in comparison
with the old. We believe that there is progress, for
instance, if we think that Capitalism is a better
order than Feudalism. We may also believe that
the new order which will follow Capitalism wiU
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